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     Although my tendency is to look forward and not 
backward (perhaps odd in an historian!) I want to 
take a moment to reflect on 2014 at the Museum of 
the Berkeley Springs before looking ahead. It was a 
year of innovation, with some surprises (and not the 
good kind) tossed in.
     The bad first: the museum’s air conditioning blew 
in spectacular fashion in June, resulting in flooding 
below in the roman baths as well as the museum 
proper. After major wet-vacuuming, days of fans and 
dehumidifiers ensued, along with regular sniffing to 
be certain we hadn’t begun culturing mold. Inter-
viewing for docent positions became something of an 
endurance test as the temperature inside the museum 
topped 102 degrees. 
     Beyond that adventure, there were positive chang-
es. We extended the hours the museum was open to 
every day during July and August, which required 
more docents, but was a success by any measure. We 
kept detailed records on visitor attendance and the 
money they spent which, after analyzing the data 
(thank you, Jeanne, for counting those beans!) en-
abled us to make better decisions and decide where 
more attention needs to be focused.
     Our new geology exhibit opened in late August 
and has rapidly become a visitor favorite.
     Wi-Fi and a phone were installed in the museum, 
with Wi-Fi extending to the entire park. Thank you to 
Jim Hoyt and Jim Fredo for making that happen. This 
enables us to accept credit cards for gift shop sales and 
to help staff answer questions by visiting the muse-
um’s web site and/or the Internet generally. Note the 
museum’s number: 304.258.9220.
     We had a very successful fundraising event in Sep-
tember, “An Historic Evening in Berkeley Springs,”   

    

which began with luscious treats and a champagne 
toast in the museum and finished with a dessert 
buffet at the Country Inn. Over 100 people came to 
the event and the museum seemed to make many 
new friends. Our thanks go to board members John 
Douglas, Sandy Kay and Jean Kiel Thatcher, and spe-
cial thanks to sponsors CNB Bank and Matt Omps of 
the Country Inn. Check out the photos of the evening 
elsewhere in this newsletter.
     After consulting with Bonnie Barr, gift shop man-
ager of the Museum of the Shenandoah Valley, we 
renovated the gift shop and added more merchandise. 
Still in a testing mode, we’ll continue to develop this 
revenue stream for the museum. Along those lines, 
we’ve added the capacity to accept credit cards in the 
gift shop.
     Now on to 2015! We’re interested in hearing what 
you would like to see the museum undertake in the 
coming year, so please do not hesitate to share that 
with me. 

From Executive Director
Beth Rowland

A very dapper Betty Lou 
Harmison, or as they 
called it in the 19th cen-
tury, a “swell.”
Photo by Jeanne Mozier



Message from the Executive Director 
cont.
     We are planning an expanded lecture program, 
beginning with a lecture built around the new geology 
exhibit and one that will allow folks to bring in their 
own treasures for show, tell and perhaps identifica-
tion. Do you have a lecture you might like to hear, or 
even give, that ties to Berkeley Springs?
     We are also applying for grants to fund special 
projects. Lest they be jinxed by mentioning them 
here, let me just say, “Watch this space” for details.
     The museum’s website will be upgraded to accept 
memberships, renewals and donations electronically.
     A personal goal for me is to increase local visitors 
to the museum, especially among school-age chil-
dren. With local education budget cuts, school field 
trips are problematic, but with the involvement of the 
business community, we can perhaps fund such  
trips ourselves.
     But we’d like more local visitors beyond school 
kids. If you’re a member of a group that would enjoy 
a special tour of the museum, or would like to hold a 
meeting there, just let me know. The DAR visited us 
last October for just such a tour and we have addi-
tional ones already planned for 2015.
     As one of the maintenance fellows at the Berkeley 
Springs State Park said to me last summer, “This mu-
seum is one of the town’s gems.” 
     That is exactly right.

Head Docent Kate Lehman and 
Executive Director dressed in 
replicas of 19th century bathing 
suits during Apple Butter Festival 
in October. Photo by Jeanne Mozier
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New in the Gift Shop

Visit
www.museumoftheberkeleysprings.com 

Need or Want More Info?
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     Among several new titles in the 
museum gift shop is this delight-
ful book:

George Washington’s Rules to 
Live By

How to Sit, Stand, Smile, and Be 
Cool! A Good Manners Guide From 

the Father of Our Country

     Featuring the Rules of Civility that George Wash-
ington learned when he was a child, the book focuses 
on 50 of George’s maxims, ranging from table man-
ners to polite conversation to being a good citizen.   
     Because the Rules of Civility are centuries old, 
the book also includes “translations” of the rules 
into contemporary and witty kid-friendly explana-
tions that any young reader can relate to. Paired with 
laugh-out-loud illustrations, this book is a sure-fire 
guide to amazing etiquette. Hardcover, 128 pages, 
$14.99, Member Price $13.49
      Remember, museum members receive a 10% 
discount on all items in the gift shop. And, although 
the museum closes for the season Decmber 14, if you 
would like to shop or visit, please call Beth Rowland 
at 304.258.9220 and we’ll make arrangements.

    One recent Saturday, as Docent Sharon Blanch-
field was closing, lights out, museum vacuumed, and 
about to lock the door, two men came in and asked, 
“Oh, are you closing?” Yes, one might have respond-
ed, that might be why the lights are out.
     But our docents don’t think like that. “Come on 
in,” said Sharon. “How about 15 minutes?”
     “Super,” says one of the fellows. “Let me just tell 
the guys I’m with to come on in.”
     In march 102 young men, all dressed in blue ath-
letic gear, apprently pre- or post- game. 102! Sharon 
was so shocked she neglected to ask where they were 
from.
     They were fascinated by the giant crystal, geology 
exhibit and the tomato festival and left about an hour 
and a half later with a good experience at the Muse-
um of the Berkeley Springs. Thank you, Sharon!

Docents Tales



A Message from the President
Jeanne Mozier

     Artifacts make their way to the museum by a 
variety of routes. The giant crystal. Fossils. George 
Washington’s survey marker rock. Historic bathing 
suits. Native American tools. The list is much longer 
but the point is the same—museum friends, support-
ers, complete strangers—all have provide artifacts for 
the museum collection. This past fall, one such item 
happen to be spotted by a former board member in an 
area antique shop. He bought it and now the museum 
has a replica uniform from the French and Indian 
War.  The 1758 uniform is a slightly fancier version 
of Washington’s Virginia Militia Colonel’s uniform 
already on display in a full-size portrait.  

     Original French and Indian War costuming is 
extremely rare. Even the Smithsonian has only one 
set and, in one of those serendipitous happenings, 
it belonged to Washington’s friend and rival, Adam 
Stephen, founder of Martinsburg. We’re happy to have 
an excellent replica.  

     Identification was not hard. A reenactors medal 
from the 1758 battle at Fort Ligonier in Pennsylvania 
came with the uniform. A little research showed that 
although Washington did not arrive with his troops 
until days after the October 12 battle, a month later 
he faced one of the most life-threatening experiences 
of his military career there, an episode he recorded.  
Washington and his troops were caught in a friendly 
fire incident that killed or left missing 38 soldiers and 
two officers. Risking his life, Washington desperately 
stepped between the lines, dodging musket balls as he 
tried to stop the encounter.  

     The opposing force? His friend James Mercer and 
his troop of Virginia militia. Mercer is a recognizable 
name in Berkeley Springs, placed centuries ago on 
one of the main streets in town.

     

More from An Historic Evening in 
Berkeley Springs

A Note about Membership
    The dues cycle  runs for a calendar year term. 
However, if you join or renew from September on, 
your membership year is extended to January 2016. 
For any membership-related question, please con-
tact history@museumoftheberkeleysprings.com or 
304.258.6020.

French and Indian War 
replica uniform on display at 
the Museum. Photo by Jeanne 
Mozier

Photos by 
Jeanne Mozier

Our board members are
multi-talented. Left, E.J. 
Fisher portrays the Bath-
keeper John Davis. Below,
Beth Curtin celebrates the 
tomato in Morgan County 
history as, well, an especially 
beautiful tomato!



Yes!  I want to join or renew
 m

y m
em

bership and be part of the 
w

ork of preserving the rich history of Berkeley Springs.
      I understand that m

em
bership in the M

useum
 of the Berkeley 

Springs offers m
e invitations to special events throughout the year, 

and entitles m
e to a 10%

 discount at the m
useum

’s gift shop. 
Business m

em
bers are linked to the w

ebsite. Sponsors also have a 
w

ebsite ad and are featured in the useum
. 

Sponsor $250 ______      Business $100 _____      Fam
ily $25 _____

 
Individual $15 _______      

Special additional donation $___________ 

_______I w
ant to volunteer. Please call m

e! 

N
am

e _________________________________________________
A

ddress _______________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Phone ________________________ 
E-m

ail ________________________

Send checks to 
Th

e M
useum

 of the Berkeley Springs
PO

 Box 99 
Berkeley Springs, W

V
 25411

Th
e M

useum
 of the Berkeley Springs is recognized by the IRS as 

a 501(c)(3) organization. Your donations are tax deductible to the 
am

ount allow
able by law.

Th
ank you!

The Museum of the Berkeley Springs
P.O. Box 99
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411
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